THE WORK COMMENCED IN GALILEE

Luke 4:14-43


INTRODUCTION.  Our Lord Jesus was identified at his baptism and he was tried in the wilderness. Following these events, his ministry commenced in Galilee and he returned to his hometown.

I. THE FAME OF JESUS CHRIST.  Verses 14-15

A. His Power. (Verse 14)  “And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through all the region round about.”  The “power of the Spirit” was evident because he healed “all manner of sickness…among the people” (Matthew 4:23, Luke 4:23).  So, his fame spread and he was the talk of every town.
B. His Purpose. (Verse 15a)  However, his great power was in his teaching. See Mark 6:5 concerning his hometown of Nazareth. “And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.” Remember, the Lord Jesus was “wont” to teach in Mark 10:1.
C. His Praise. (Verses 14b, 15b) Our Lord’s fame preceded him, but people were not disappointed at his presence.  He was glorified in Galilee with the exception of Nazareth.
Matthew 4:23, “And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.”

Mark 6:5, “And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them.”

Mark 10:1, “And he arose from thence, and cometh into the coasts of Judaea by the farther side of Jordan: and the people resort unto him again; and, as he was wont, he taught them again.”
II. THE CLAIM OF JESUS CHRIST.  Verses 16-27

A. His Practice. (Verses 16-17)  The Lord Jesus returned to his boyhood village of Nazareth and “as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day.”  He was well known in the synagogue and he was no doubt accustomed to reading the scriptures in public.
B. His Passage. (Verses 18-20)  So, the book was given to him and he turned to Isaiah 61. (Note the usage of the term “scripture” in verse 21.  It is the “written” word in verse 17.  Hence, “scripture” never refers exclusively to original autographs, for Isaiah was inspired to write some 700 years before the time of Jesus Christ. The originals were surely nonexistent.) Our Lord began to read the first verse in Isaiah 61. This was probably a familiar passage and many knew it well. They may have quoted the passage to themselves as Jesus read. He completed the first verse and began the second with the faithful still carefully listening.  But then, our Lord stopped short of completing Isaiah 61:2. He read “To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD,” but he did not read the last phrase, “and the day of vengeance of our God.”  The first part of the verse applies to the First Advent, but the second part of the verse applies to the Second Advent. Our Lord’s doctrinal division of the verse was perfect (2 Timothy 2:15).  Jesus Christ then “closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister.” He had the attention of everyone present and “the eyes of all…were fastened on him.”
C. His Preaching. (Verses 20-21)  Our Lord spoke and ended the silence. His words were “gracious” and he applied the passage to himself, “This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.”  In other words, Jesus claimed to be the Christ, the anointed one of whom Isaiah had written. He was right!
D. His Pedigree. (Verse 22) Jesus was a son of King David. His mother, Mary, was a direct descendent of David (Luke 3) and so was his foster father, Joseph (Matthew 1). However, the condition of Judah was such that a son of David was a village carpenter. This is how the residents of Nazareth knew Jesus and they couldn’t accept him as the Christ.
Isaiah 61:1-2, “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;”

E. His Proverb. (Verses 23-27)  The Lord Jesus anticipated their reaction and a proverb that he knew would be applied to him, “Physician, heal thyself.”  Then he gave them his own proverb, “No prophet is accepted in his own country.” Jesus followed this statement with two illustrations. (1) Elijah was sent to a widow of Sidon, a Gentile, (2) and Elisha cleansed one leper named Naaman of Syria, also a Gentile.  His meaning is clear.  If Jews rejected him, Gentiles would receive him. His illustrations were prophetic, but also offensive.
III. THE SHAME OF NAZARETH.  Verses 28-30

A. Their Provocation. (Verse 28)  Our Lord’s preaching was truthful. His division and application of the scriptures was perfect.  Nevertheless, the congregation rejected his message and they were moved to anger.
B. Their Passion. (Verse 29)  So great was the wrath of these Nazarenes that they “rose up, and thrust him out of the city.”  Nazareth was built on the brow of a hill and their intent was to “cast him down headlong.” The passion against Jesus Christ was so great that his townspeople desired his death.
C. Their Puzzlement. (Verse 30)  The people of Nazareth had desired to see miracles and healed “a few sick folk” (Mark 6:5).  However, he demonstrated one final miracle when he passed “through the midst of them” undetected. They had tried to fling him to his death, but Jesus Christ was not to die in this manner.
IV. THE ACCLAIM OF JESUS CHRIST IN CAPERNAUM.  Verses 31-39

A. His Power in Doctrine. (Verses 31-32)  The Lord Jesus then traveled to Capernaum, a town near Gennesaret about sixteen miles away (Luke 5:1).  There he began a series of sermons on succeeding Sabbaths in the local synagogue.  His preaching was Biblical while the scribes and priests relied heavily on their traditions. “Luke 4:32 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power.”
B. His Power Over Demons. (Verses 33-37)  On one occasion, Jesus was in the synagogue and a man with “a spirit of an unclean devil” was present.  Demons have a keen interest in the worship of God and they interfere when they can.  Our Lord had taught in the temple for several Sabbaths with wonderful results and the demon could remain silent no longer.  The unclean spirit “cried out with a loud voice, saying, Let us alone…thou Jesus of Nazareth.” The demons know full well the identity of Jesus Christ. This demon referred to his humanity, “Jesus of Nazareth,” but also to his deity, “the Holy one of God.” See also Luke 4:41. Then compare Acts 19:15 and James 2:19. The Lord Jesus ordered this devil to “come out of him” and with one final spiteful convulsion, the demon departed.  The fame of Jesus Christ spread throughout “every place” in Galilee, including Nazareth.
C. His Power Over Disease. (Verses 38-39)  On another occasion, Jesus left the synagogue to visit the home of Simon Peter. His mother-in-law was sick with a fever. (Peter was not the first Pope and he was not celibate. He was married.) Our Lord “rebuked the fever and it left her.”  Immediately, “she arose and ministered to them.” Anyone who truly appreciates the deliverance of Jesus Christ will minister to others.
CONCLUSION:  I must preach!  (Verses 40-44)
The Sabbath ended and multitudes of needy people came to him. Our Lord ministered throughout the night and he healed all that were sick. Additionally, “devils came out of many.” At the break of day, Jesus departed to a desert place. However, he was discovered and crowds sought him. The Lord Jesus said to them, “I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also…”  Miracles had their purpose, but they did not have the importance of preaching.  This is called the Primacy of Preaching. 
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