TEMPTATION

Luke 4:1-13


INTRODUCTION.  (Verse 1)  All men face the same types of temptation (1 Cor. 10:13, 1 John 2:16).  The first Adam was tempted and sinned (Genesis 3:1-6).  The last Adam (1 Cor. 15:45) was tried (Matthew 4:1), but he is “yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15).

1 Corinthians 10:13, “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”

1 John 2:16, “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.”

Genesis 3:6, “And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.” 

Matthew 4:1, “Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.”

Hebrews 4:15, “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”

I. THE LUST OF THE FLESH.  Verses 2-4

A. The Appeal. (Verse 2)  Following the events of his baptism, our Lord Jesus fasted in the wilderness for forty days. This was probably not an absolute fast and he probably drank water.  However, forty days is about the limit of endurance for a man to live without food. Jesus Christ was physically weak in the extreme.  This is the time when Satan attacked.
B. The Approach. (Verse 3)  Satan appealed to the physical need for food, the flesh, and he said, “If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread.” Note the manner in which Satan’s children speak (Matthew 27:40, Luke 23:39, John 8:44a).  The devil said, “If thou be the Son of God,” while he knew all too well the true identity of our Savior (Luke 4:34, James 2:19).  The Holy Spirit had led him to this long fast and he resisted the will of Satan.
C. The Answer. (Verse 4) Our Lord answered by quoting Deuteronomy 8:3, “…man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.”  The scriptures state the will of God concerning any particular matter and they are authoritative for the believer. Our Lord said, “It is written.”  He did not express popular opinion or scholarship and he did not enter into any discussion of uncertainties.  Jesus Christ resisted temptation by quoting scripture. It is amazing that the modern religious culture often overlooks or even denies this principle.
Matthew 27:40, “And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross.”

Luke 23:39, “And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.”

John 8:44, “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do…”

Deuteronomy 8:3, “And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.”

Grace Walk, Steve McVey, Page 136

“When I was young, someone gave me a Bible with these words written on the first page: ‘This Book will keep you from sin and sin will keep you from this Book.’ ...I began to find that it wasn’t quite that simple. Sin would certainly keep me from the Book, but the Book wouldn’t necessarily keep me from sin.”
II. THE LUST OF THE EYES.  Verses 5-8

A. The Appeal. (Verse 5) “And the devil…shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.”  The “lust of the eyes” is particularly effective in this modern world. Our Lord saw the kingdoms of the world.  He does desire them and he will eventually have them (Revelation 11:15b). Temptation frequently involves something that is right in the proper time and place, but is sin at the wrong time and place. 
B. The Approach. (Verse 6)  Satan offered the Lord Jesus all the power of this world, but “All power…in heaven and earth” was given to him after the crucifixion.  Satan desired the worship of God and he has always (Isaiah 14:13-14). He will never receive it. 
C. The Answer. (Verse 8)  The Lord Jesus once again responded to temptation with the authority of scripture.  He said, “It is written.”  Script refers to writings. Our Lord’s text against this temptation was Deuteronomy 6:13.
Revelation 11:15b, “…The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.”

Matthew 28:18, “…All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”

Isaiah 14:13-14, “For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.”

Deuteronomy 6:13, “Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name.”
III.
THE PRIDE OF LIFE.  Verses 9-12

A. The Appeal.  (Verses 9a)  The “pride of life” appeals to individual pride and the desire for attention. Satan “brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple.”  This illustrates a place of prominence in the beloved Jerusalem. Jesus Christ will have this at the appointed time.
B. The Approach. (Verse 9b) The devil tempted, “If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence.” In other words, do something spectacular and draw attention to yourself.
C. The Apostasy. (Verses 10-11) Satan attempted to overcome scripture with scripture. Incredibly, he said, “It is written” and then he partially quoted Psalm 91:11 out of context. The devil spoke from experience in verse eleven.  
D. The Answer. (Verse 12) Our Lord responded with “It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.”  Where is it said?  In Deuteronomy 6:16.  Jesus Christ responded once again with the authority of the scriptures. When properly applied, no other defense is necessary.
Psalms 91:11-12, “For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 12 They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.”

Job 1:10, “Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.”

Deuteronomy 6:16, “Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted him in Massah.”
CONCLUSION.  (Verse 13)  One conclusion is obvious.  Temptation is not sin. So, at what point does temptation become sin?  It is not the act of sin, but rather the debate about sin. The progression is temptation, illumination, disputation and actuation.  Please note that the devil departed “for a season.”  He most certainly returned on another occasion.
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