THE COMMENCEMENT

Luke 3:1-22


I. JOHN’S TEACHING.  Verses 1-20 

A. His Sudden Arrival. (Verses 1-6)  Thirty years (3:23) had passed since the birth of the Savior (2:1) and Caesar Augustus was dead.  His stepson, Tiberius, had reigned over the Roman Empire for fifteen years.  Herod the Great was also dead and his kingdom had been divided between two heirs, Herod Antipas and Philip, and a third individual named Lysanius. Herod Antipas ruled over Galilee, where John the Baptist labored.  Pontius Pilate had been appointed governor over all of Judea. Annas and Caiaphas were the high priests in Jerusalem.  Luke well documented the political landscape and into this mix arrived John the Baptist.  After four hundred years of silence, a prophet preached in the wilderness of Judea. His ministry was to prepare the way for the Lord Jesus Christ and his message of repentance was directed at Israel.
John 1:31, “And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water.”

Acts 2:38, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

Acts 10:37, “That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached;”

Acts 10:43, “To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.”

Matthew 26:28, “For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.”

B. His Spectacular Appeal. (Verses 7-18)   
1. Those Coming to His Crusade. (Verses 7-9)  Multitudes journeyed into the wilderness to see and hear John the Baptist. His audience included publicans, soldiers, Pharisees and Sadducees (Matthew 3:7).   
2. Those Convicted by His Crusade. (Verses 10-14)  John’s warning brought results. There was a general response of conviction, “What shall do then?” John gave general instruction (Verse 11) and then specific instruction to publicans (Verse 12) and soldiers (Verse 14).  He also gave instruction to the Pharisees and Sadducees which was forgotten.
Matthew 3:7, “But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?”

John 8:33, “They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man…”

John 8:38, “I speak that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with your father. (39) They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham.”
Matthew 16:14, “And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.”

Matthew 4:17, “From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Matthew 23:33, “Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?”

3. Those Confused by His Crusade. (Verses 15-18)

a. Their Speculations Aired. (Verse 15) “All men mused in their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, or not.”
b. Their Speculations Answered. (Verses 16-18)  John made clear that he was not the Christ and he taught concerning three baptisms – water, Holy Ghost and fire.
C. His Subsequent Arrest. (Verses 19-20)  John’s clear, truthful preaching brought the wrath of Herodias.  John was imprisoned and ultimately beheaded (Matthew 14). Herodias was the instigator, but Herod was responsible.  Of all his wicked deeds, his treatment of John the Baptist was the worst of all.
II. JOHN’S TESTIMONY.  Verses 21-22 

A. The Elevation John’s Ministry.  John had preached “the word of God” (Verse 2) without compromise and he baptized multitudes.  However, his greatest moment was when he baptized he Lord Jesus Christ.
B. The Humiliation of Jesus Christ. (Verse 21)  The Lord Jesus humbled himself as a man (Philippians 2:8), and he was baptized among many others. Why did he submit to John’s baptism?  It is described as “the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.” Our Lord is “yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15) and he had no need of repentance. John recognized this and he raised a question in Matthew 3:14, “comest thou to me?” The Lord Jesus explained that his obedience to John’s water baptism was “to fulfil all righteousness.” Our Savior submitted himself to this ceremony that he might be identified to Israel as the Christ.
C. The Confirmation of God. (Verse 22) The presence of the Holy Spirit and the audible approval of God the Father are confirmation of the role and authority of Jesus Christ. It also presents a manifestation of the Trinity of God with the presence of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 3:13, “Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.”

Matthew 3:14, “But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?”

Matthew 3:15, “And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him.”

Matthew 3:16, “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:”

Matthew 3:17, “And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

Acts 8:33, “In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth.”

Philippians 2:8, “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”

CONCLUSION.  John the Baptist was among the greatest prophets.
Luke 16:16, “The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.”

Luke 7:28, “For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”

John 10:41, “…John did no miracle: but all things that John spake of this man were true.”

Luke 7:33, “For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine; and ye say, He hath a devil.”

Luke 7:34, “The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners!”

Luke 7:35, “But wisdom is justified of all her children.”

Mark 2:18, “And the disciples of John and of the Pharisees used to fast: and they come and say unto him, Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but thy disciples fast not?”

Mark 2:19, “And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them? as long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.”

Mark 2:20, “But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then shall they fast in those days.”
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