THE TRIALS

Luke 22:54-23:25

INTRODUCTION. (Hebrews 12:2-3) The Lord Jesus Christ is without sin, but he was judged by sinful men and condemned in their corrupt legal system. This is the “contradiction of sinners” and it is presented in today’s text from the Gospel of Luke. The writer of Hebrews exhorts believers to “consider” what the Savior “endured” when faced with opposition and persecution.
Hebrews 12:2, “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” 
I. THE ECCLESIASTCAL TRIAL.  Luke 22:54-71

A. The Denial. (22:54-62) Our Lord had prophesied of Peter’s betrayal in verse thirty-four, and this passage includes the fulfillment. Several things are evident concerning this betrayal. (1) Peter followed him “afar off” in verse 54. (2) Peter “sat down among them” in verse 55. (3) Peter denied the Lord with each denial being more adamant. Compare Matthew 26:69-75. (4) Peter wept bitterly in verse 62 and his sorrow proved ultimately to be “godly sorrow” (1 Corinthians 7:10).  
B. The Deception. (22:63-65) A religious body held the first trial. The chief priests, elders and scribes formed a “council” (Verse 66) whose objective was to put Jesus Christ to death. However, they had no credible witnesses. According to Mark 14:55-59, there were false witnesses, but these liars couldn’t get their stories straight. Meanwhile, “the men that held Jesus mocked him, and smote him.” 
C. The Decision. (22:66-71) In the morning, the council members confronted our Lord with a number of questions designed to force this hearing to a decision. In the process he demonstrated the place where every man is forced to a decision concerning the Savior. They asked directly, “Art thou Son of God?” Jesus answered, “I am.” This is the title of Jehovah in Exodus 3:14. Compare also John 18:6. With this admission, there remained only one of two courses of action under the Old Testament Law, to follow Jesus or to kill him (Leviticus 24:16). Everyone comes to the place of decision when he understands the claim of Jesus Christ. The only correct response is to receive him and then follow him. However, the high priest had achieved his purpose and the “council” condemned Jesus to die for blasphemy.
Acts 5:27, “And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and the high priest asked them, (28) Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us.”

II. THE CIVIL TRIAL.  Luke 23:1-25 
A. The Indictment. (23:1-12) The second trial was conducted under the authority of the Roman government. The charge before the Roman government was not blasphemy, but sedition. The chief priests said, “We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ a King.” This was untrue (Luke 20:22-26). Pontius Pilate asked Jesus, “Art thou the King of the Jews?” He said, “Thou sayest it.” With this Pilate declared Jesus innocent, but the people “were the more fierce.” Then Pilate tried to pass the buck upon the issue of jurisdiction. He sent Jesus to Herod of Galilee who was visiting Jerusalem at the time. Herod was glad to see Jesus because he desired to see some miracle. Our Lord did not comply, “he answered him nothing” (Isaiah 53:7). So, Herod mocked him and returned him again to Pilate. As a result Herod and Pilate became friends, but Pilate still had a dilemma. How would he release Jesus and pacify the Jews? 
Mark 15:3, “And the chief priests accused him of many things: but he answered nothing.”

Luke 20:22, “Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto Caesar, or no?”

Luke 20:25, “And he said unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which be Caesar's, and unto God the things which be God's.”

B. The Plea-Bargain. (23:13-23) Pilate knew that Jesus Christ was not guilty. Three times he stated, “I find no fault in this man” (Verses 4, 14, and 22), and “he knew that the chief priests had delivered him for envy” (Mark 15:10). So Pilate proposed a plan that he believed would satisfy everyone. One prisoner was customarily released at the feast as an act of mercy and Pilate suggested the release of Jesus Christ. This proposal would pardon the Lord Jesus but it would not declare him innocent. However, Pilate’s solution was rejected! The chief priests “moved the people” (Mark 15:11) and they demanded the release of a murderer named Barabbas. Pilate then asked in Mark 15:12, “What will ye then that I shall do unto him whom ye call the King of the Jews?” The multitude cried out, “Crucify him.” Two additional truths are apparent. (1) The people of the world would select a hardened criminal in preference to the Savior. (2) In a practical way, Barabbas understood the substitutionary atonement of Jesus Christ better that any man who ever lived. Yet he probably remained unsaved.
C. The Verdict. (23:24-25) Pilate released Barabbas and delivered Jesus Christ because he was “willing to content the people” (Mark 15:15). He publicly washed his hands (Matthew 27:24) in a weak symbolic attempt to avoid his responsibility, but this gesture was vain because water cannot wash away sin. Pontius Pilate was pure politician. He yielded to public opinion and rendered a verdict contrary to his own conscience. May the Lord give us some statesmen!
Matthew 27:24, “When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it.”
CONCLUSION. Please note that the civil government acted in accordance with the desire of the ecclesiastical authority. This is the ultimate goal of every religion except genuine Christianity. The New Testament acknowledges the need of the civil government (Romans 13) as well as the influence and importance of the church, but it separates church and state. Additionally, the New Testament provides what Roger Williams called liberty of conscience.
Romans 10:13, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

Romans 14:5b, “…Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.”

2 Corinthians 3:17, “Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”
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