THE TEARS

Luke 22:39-53

I. THE AGONY OF JESUS.  Luke 22:39-46

A. Gethsemane. (22:39) “And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the mount of Olives…” Judas had no great difficulty finding our Lord Jesus because it was his custom to pray in a garden at the foot of the Mount of Olives. It was called Gethsemane, which means “the oil press.”
B. Guidance. (22:40) “And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation.” The Lord Jesus gave his disciples instruction concerning temptation – pray. They would soon face great temptation.
C. Grief. (22:41-42)

1. The Distance. (22:41) “And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast.” The Jewish practice of capital punishment was casting stones. So, our Lord was “withdrawn…about a stone’s cast.” He was near death, not by stoning, but on a Roman cross. 
2. The Desire. (22:42) “Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.” In his humanity, our Lord flinched at the cup set before him, but he surrended to the will of the Father. See Philippians 2:8. 
Isaiah 51:17, “Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the hand of the LORD the cup of his fury; thou hast drunken the dregs of the cup of trembling, and wrung them out.”

Revelation 14:10, “The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:”

Philippians 2:8, “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”
D. Grace. (22:43) “And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him.” No one on earth could strengthen our Lord at his hour (Hebrews 1:3). So, an angel from heaven strengthened him.
E. Groans. (22:44) “And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly…” The Lord’s agony was so intense that his “sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.” So, he prayed the more earnestly.
F. Guilt. (22:45-46) “And when he rose up from prayer, and was come to his disciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow…” They should have been praying. Our Lord overcame temptation on his knees. The apostles would soon be overcome by temptation on their heels.  

II. THE ARRIVAL OF JUDAS.  Luke 22:47-53 
A. The Betrayal in the Garden. (22:47-48) Time was up. “And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, and drew near unto Jesus to kiss him.” Judas came leading a band of men (John 18:3) and attempted to greet Jesus in eastern fashion with a kiss. His hypocritical show of affection was designed to identify the Lord Jesus to his captors. This act is since referred to as the kiss of death. As Judas approached, Jesus called him by name for the last time, “Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss?” Judas had heard our Lord use the title, “Son of man” earlier at the supper (Luke 22:22). He refused to turn back.
Hebrews 1:3, “Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;”

John 18:3, “Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons.” 

Matthew 26:48, “Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold him fast.”

Mark 14:45, “And as soon as he was come, he goeth straightway to him, and saith, Master, master; and kissed him. 46 And they laid their hands on him, and took him.”

B. The Battle in the Garden. (22:49-53)
1. A Display of Disappointing Weakness. (22:49-51) “When they which were about him saw what would follow, they said unto him, Lord, shall we smite with the sword?” Our Lord’s apostles were now wide-awake with the threat of this multitude. “And one of them smote the servant of the high priest, and cut off his right ear.” Peter is identified as the one who “smote the servant of the high priest” in John 18:10. He had committed to stand with Jesus unto the death (22:33) and he was willing to fight even when grossly outnumbered. However, this was not the will of the Father. Our Lord Jesus healed the servant’s ear and corrected Peter. See Matthew 26:52-54. Peter acted in his own strength outside of God’s will. It was a display of weakness.
2. A Display of Despicable Worldliness. (22:52-53a)  “Then Jesus said unto the chief priests, and captains of the temple, and the elders, which were come to him, Be ye come out, as against a thief, with swords and staves?” The chief priests and elders followed the “band of men.” “When I was daily with you in the temple, ye stretched forth no hands against me…” Why had they not taken him when marched into Jerusalem as the king or when he cleansed the temple or while he daily taught in the temple? John 3:19 provides the answer, “men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” See Luke 22:2, 6.
3. A Display of Demonic Wickedness. (22:53b) “…but this is your hour, and the power of darkness.” Satan is the prince of darkness (Ephesians 2:2, 6:12) and he enjoyed a moment of ostensible victory. Moreover, it is truly incredible that the Jewish priests, descended from Abraham himself, were party to this dark hour.
John 18:10, “Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus.”

Matthew 26:52, “Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.  53  Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?”

John 3:19, “And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.”

Matthew 26:73, “And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech bewrayeth thee. 74 Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the cock crew. 75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly.”

Mark 16:7, “But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you.”

John 21:3, “Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.”

John 21:17, “He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.”
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