THE SEVEN SEALS

Chapter Six


INTRODUCTION. This chapter presents the first account of the Tribulation. Six seals are opened and reveal characteristics of the Tribulation. The seventh seal (8:2) introduces the trumpets.

Jeremiah 30:7, “Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.”

Matthew 24:21, “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.”
I. THE WHITE HORSE.  Verses 1-2  (Compare Revelation 19:11-16)

A. The Assumption. The Lamb opened the first seal and one of the beasts (the lion) said, “Come and see.” John saw a white horse with a rider going forth to conquer. The rider had a crown and a bow. This rider is thought by many to be the Lord Jesus Christ. See the examples.
B. The Comparison. The horse and rider of chapter nineteen present several notable differences. (1) The 19:11 rider comes from heaven. (2) The 19:11 rider has many crowns. (3) The 19:11 rider has a sword. (4) The armies of heaven follow the 19:11 rider.
C. The Conclusion. The identity of the 19:11 rider is clear. He is the “Word of God” (19:13) and the “KING OF KINGS” (19:16). However, the rider of chapter six is a counterfeit! He is not the Lord Jesus Christ, but rather the antichrist. He has a bow with no arrows. Antichrist will come into power peaceably. See Daniel 11:21.
Matthew Henry, “The Lord Jesus appears riding on a white horse. White horses are generally refused in war, because they make the rider a mark for the enemy; but our Lord Redeemer was sure of the victory and a glorious triumph, and he rides on the white horse of a pure but despised gospel, with great swiftness through the world.”

Adam Clark, “[A white horse] Supposed to represent the Gospel system, and pointing out its excellence, swiftness, and purity. [He that sat on him] Supposed to represent Jesus Christ. [A bow] The preaching of the gospel darting conviction into the hearts of sinners. [A crown] The emblem of the kingdom which Christ is to establish on earth.”

John Gill, “’and a crown was given unto him;’ by God the Father; expressive of Christ's regal power and authority, of his honour and dignity, and of his victories and conquests:”
Jamieson, Fausset and Brown, “Evidently Christ, whether in person, or by His angel, preparatory to His coming again, as appears from Revelation 19:11-12.”

Daniel 11:21, “And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not give the honour of the kingdom: but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries.”
II. THE RED HORSE.  Verses 3-4

The second beast (the calf) said, “Come and see. And there went out another horse that was red…” The red horse represents war and bloodshed. Antichrist promises peace, but he brings war. See 1 Thessalonians 5:3.

1 Thessalonians 5:3, “For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.”

III. THE BLACK HORSE. Verses 5-6

A. Famine. The third beast (face of a man) introduces the black horse and rider, which represent famine. As the black horse follows the red horse, famine follows war.
B. Inflation. Famine results in shortages and extremely high prices. A penny represents a day’s wages. See Matthew 20:2.
Matthew 20:2, “And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard.”
IV. THE PALE HORSE. Verses 7-8 

A. Pestilence. The fourth beast (eagle) introduces the pale horse and rider, which represent pestilence. Pestilence follows war and famine and kills a fourth of the world’s population.
B. Death and Hell. The pale horse rider is Death personified and he is followed by the personification of Hell. Antichrist promises heaven on earth, but his kingdom is actually hell on earth.

V. PERSECUTION. Verses 9-11 

A. The Persecution. (Verse 9) One definite characteristic of the Tribulation is persecution (Daniel 7:25). When the Lamb opened the fifth seal, John saw the souls of martyred saints. These were executed for the “the word of God, and for the testimony which they held” (Revelation 1:9), and they were executed on an altar. The “abomination of desolation” is more than the sacrifice of unclean animals. It is human sacrifice and the method of sacrifice is beheading (Revelation 20:4).
B. The Plea. (Verse 10) It is noteworthy that the souls have consciousness and memory. Here, they cry out for vengeance.
C. The Promise. (Verse 11) The martyrs are clothed in white robes (Revelation 19:8) and told to “rest yet for a little season.” More would be martyred in the same manner.
Daniel 7:25, “And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.” 

Revelation 12:11, “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.”

Matthew 24:15, “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)”

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.”

Revelation 20:4, “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” 

Matthew 14:10, “And he sent, and beheaded John in the prison.”

Acts 12:1-2, “Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church. And he killed James the brother of John with the sword.”

Romans 16:4, “Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles.”
VI. NATURAL DISASTERS. Verses 12-17 

A. The Answer. (Verses 12-14) The plea of verse ten is answered at the end of the Tribulation with the Second Advent. It is accompanied by supernatural disasters. Compare Matthew 24:29-30 and Acts 2:20.

B. The Anxiety. (Verses 15-16)  Men from every social class will hide themselves in fear and desire death. See Luke 23:30. 
C. The Advent. (Verse 14)  The Second Advent is very different from the First Advent. Jesus Christ will come and “in righteousness” he will  “judge and make war.” It is called “the great day of his wrath.” The first account of the Tribulation ends with a question, “who shall be able to stand?” The answer is obvious.
Matthew 24:29, “Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:  30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”

Acts 2:20, “The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come:”

Luke 23:30, “Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us.” 
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