THE WORSHIP OF THE SON

Chapter Five


INTRODUCTION. This chapter continues the heavenly scene from chapter four. The host of heaven worships the Lamb of God and the Seven Seals are introduced.
I. THE LAMENTATION OF JOHN.  Verses 1-4

A. The Revelation. (Verse 1) John saw an unidentified book in the right hand of God and it was sealed with seven seals. The book may be the sealed book of Daniel 12:4, the book of Revelation or the entire Bible. Its identity is not clear but its importance is very clear.
B. The Proclamation. (Verse 2) A strong angel proclaimed with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof?”
C. The Complication. (Verse 3) “And no man in heaven (no angel nor saint), nor in earth (no priest or scholar), neither under the earth (no devil or lost man), was able to open the book, neither to look thereon.”
D. The Lamentation. (Verse 4) “And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon.”
Daniel 12:4, “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.”

Luke 24:31-32, “And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight.  And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?”
II. THE PRESENTATION OF THE SON.  Verses 5-7

A. His Identification. (Verse 5) John is told not to weep because the Lord Jesus “hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.” His identity is clear. He’s “the Lion of the tribe of Juda” (Genesis 49:8-10) and “the Root of David” (2 Samuel 7:16). Additionally, he’s the Lamb of God in verse six (John 1:29).
B. His Acclamation. (Verse 5b) The Lord Jesus Christ is able to open the book because he has prevailed. He prevailed over temptation and the Devil (Luke 4), he prevailed in prayer to do the Father’s will at Gethsemane (Matthew 26) and he prevailed over sin and death at Calvary.
C. His Location. (Verse 6) In John’s vision, Jesus Christ is “in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders.” He stands with the elders, but he approaches the throne (verse 7). He is the only “mediator” (1 Timothy 2:5) and his atonement provides reconciliation. Please note that the Lord Jesus bears the scars of the crucifixion in glory.
D. His Authorization. (Verse 7) “And he came and took the book…”
Genesis 49:8-10, “Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father's children shall bow down before thee. Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up? The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.”

2 Samuel 7:16, “And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.”

Matthew 1:1, “The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.”

John 1:29, “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”

1 Timothy 2:5, “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;”
III. THE EXALTATION OF THE SON. Verses 8-14 

A. The Four Beasts and the Twenty-four Elders. (Verses 8-10) The four beasts continually worship the Father in chapter four, but they worship the Son in this chapter. The twenty-four elders (representative of saints) join them in this worship. All have “harps” (musical instruments) and “vials full of odours” (prayers). They sang a “new song” about the blood redemption and the Millennium.

B. The Angels. (Verses 11-12)  An innumerable company of obedient angels worships the Son. As the Father is worthy of worship (4:11), so also is the Son worthy of worship. 

C. The Creatures. (Verse 13)  Every creature worships in this verse (Philippians 2:10). “All creatures of our God and King, Lift up your voice and with us sing, Alleluia! Alleluia!” Isaiah also prophesied that all of creation will one day worship God. Notice, the same worship is attributed to the Father and the Son. 

Isaiah 55:12, “For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.”

CONCLUSION.  (Verse 14)  The “four beasts” continually worship the Father and yet to the worship of the Son, they say, Amen. Only God is worthy of worship and Jesus Christ is God “made in the likeness of men” (Philippians 2:7). He is worthy!

Exodus 20:3, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” 

Matthew 1:23, “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.”

John 10:30, “I and my Father are one. 31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me? 33 The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.”

Philippians 2:5, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

1 Timothy 3:16, “And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.”
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