THE WORSHIP OF THE FATHER

Chapter Four


INTRODUCTION. The term “churches” found in 3:22 is not mentioned again until 22:16. The next fifteen chapters present four accounts of the Tribulation. Chapters four and five introduce the first account, the Seven Seals. God the Father is worshipped in chapter four and God the Son is worshipped in chapter five.
I. THE REVELATION OF HEAVEN.  Verses 1-3

A. The Translation of John.  John saw a “door…opened in heaven” and he heard a voice as a trumpet saying, “Come up hither.” Then he said, “And immediately I was in the spirit.” John was physically on the island of Patmos (1:9), but spiritually, he was taken to a future time and place. The time is the Tribulation and the place is the throne of God in heaven. The opening of heaven is one of the major divisions of the book of Revelation. Compare Revelation 19:11.
B. The Illustration of John. John illustrates the rapture of the church in these verses. John said, “…the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter. And immediately I was in the spirit.” Compare 1 Corinthians 15:52. Additionally, the Lord had a special affection for John and he has a special love for the church. Note also our Lord’s statement, “If I will that he tarry till I come…” The church will tarry until the Lord comes!
Revelation 19:11, “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.”
1 Corinthians 15:52, “In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”

John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

Ephesians 5:25,  “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

John 21:20, “Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee?”

John 21:22, “Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me.”

II. THE POPULATION OF HEAVEN.  Verses 4-8

A. The Twenty-four Elders. (Verses 4-5)  Twenty-four elders are introduced in verse four, but their exact identity is not known. However, they are redeemed from every nation by the blood of Jesus Christ in Revelation 5:9 and they reign on the earth in Revelation 5:10. This implies that they are representative of Church Age saints. Their “crowns” are rewards at the Judgment Seat of Christ and their “white raiment” illustrates “the righteousness of the saints” (Revelation 19:8).
B. The Four Beasts. (Verses 6-8)  The four beasts are literal supernatural creatures. They are called “cherubims” in Ezekiel 10:1 and they are called “seraphims” in Isaiah 6:2. They are heavenly creatures who continually worship God. There was a fifth “anointed” cherub who rebelled against God and is absent in Revelation 4. See Ezekiel 28:14-15.
Psalms 107:31-32, “Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men! Let them exalt him also in the congregation of the people, and praise him in the assembly of the elders.”

1 Peter 5:1, “The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:”

Revelation 5:9-10, “And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.”

Ezekiel 28:14-15, “Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.”

III. THE VENERATION OF HEAVEN. Verses 8-11 

A. The Object of Worship. (Verse 11)  God alone is worthy of worship.

1. God is holy. Verse 8

2. God is omnipotent. Verse 8

3. God is eternal. Verses 8-9

4. God is the creator. Verse 11 

B. The Oblation of Worship. (Verses 9-10)  Genuine worship requires thanksgiving and sacrifice. An oblation is a gift offered in worship. The twenty-four elders “cast their crowns before the throne.” If the crowns are the rewards given at the Judgment Seat of Christ, then those crowns represent acts of Christian service in this life. 

C. The Opportunity of Worship. (Verse 11)  The purpose of all creation is to please God and worship is intended to please God. However, even worship involving sacrifice is not pleasing to God without proper motives. Compare Revelation 2:4. The difference between gold, silver, precious stones and wood, hay, stubble at the Judgment of Christ is the heart of the individual. The true character of every act of Christian service will be revealed.  

Revelation 2:4, “Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.”

1 Corinthians 3:11, “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”
1 John 2:28, “And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.”

CONCLUSION: THE LOCATION OF HEAVEN. 

John was caught up to heaven into the presence of God. What he described is a literal place. Paul called it the “third heaven” (2 Corinthians 12:2) and its direction is north. Do you have your reservation?

Isaiah 14:13, “For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:”

Psalms 48:2, “Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King.”

Psalms 75:6-7, “For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south.  But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another.”

1 Peter 1:3, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,”
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