SEVEN CHURCHES

Illustration of the Church Age


I. THE EPHESUS PERIOD (33-170AD).  2:1-7

A. This is the Apostolic Age and the believers were “fully purposed” in their service and sound in their doctrine.

B. False apostles and Nicolaitans were present in the first century and “many” were tampering with the scriptures (2 Corinthians 2:17).

C. The believers of this period were very consistent, but by the end they had left their first love.  

Acts 20:29-30, “For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.” 

2 Corinthians 2:17, “For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ.”
II. THE SMYRNA PERIOD (170-312AD).  2:8-11

A. Smyrna means “myrrh” and the believers of this period suffered intense persecution.

B. The “ten days” will match the ten official Roman persecutions of the saints.

C. The “blasphemy” introduced during this period was the belief that the church has literally, completely and permanently replaced Israel.

III. THE PERGAMOS PERIOD (312-606AD).  2:12-17

A. Constantine became Roman emperor in 306AD and he reversed the Christian persecutions with the “Edict of Toleration” in 313. He is erroneously called the first Christian emperor. Pergamos means “much marriage” and Constantine married the church and state. The result was a counterfeit foreign to New Testament principles.

B. Constantine also advanced a counterfeit New Testament when he ordered Alexandrian manuscripts from Eusebius. 

C. Augustine (354-430) strengthened the “doctrine of Balaam” with his predestination and his A-millennial theology. Among Catholics and Protestants he is considered the pre-eminent church father.

D. A remnant of believers rejected the counterfeits of this age and continued to preach the gospel of grace from the Syrian text.

IV. THE THYATIRA PERIOD (606-1520AD).  2:18-29

A. Thyatira means “odor of affliction” and this period includes the massive inquisitions and persecutions of the “Dark Ages.”

B. “This doctrine” of Jezebel matches the worship of a female deity during this time.

C. Islam was also established during the Thyatira Period (610AD).

D. The Waldensians (named for Peter Waldo) established primitive churches from the third century. The Lollards (England) and the Albigenses (France) continued to practice New Testament principles.

E. John Wycliffe (1330-1384) contended with the Romish doctrines, translated the Bible into English and sent gospel preachers throughout England.

V. THE SARDIS PERIOD (1520-1750AD).  3:1-6

A. This is the time of the Protestant Reformation. 

B. This is the time of great names and dead churches.

C. Augustinian theology was advanced.

D. The King James Bible was published during this time.

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10, “For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God; And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.”

VI. THE PHILADELPHIA PERIOD (1750-1900AD).  3:7-13

A. This period is characterized by “brotherly love.”

B. This is the time when liberty was advanced.

C. This is the time of the Great Awakening.

D. This is the time of the Separate Baptist Revival.

E. This is the time when missions were advanced.

F. This is the time when fundamentalism was established.

VII. THE LAODICEA PERIOD (1900-????).  3:14-22

A. This is the time of a “lukewarm” Christianity.

B. This time period is characterized by prosperity.

C. The demise of denominational fundamentalism occurred during this time.

D. The “new evangelism” was established during this time.

E. This is the time when liberty is abused.

CONCLUSION. Corrections of the Seven Churches

1. Ephesus: False Apostles and Nicolaitans.

2. Smyrna: Claim to be Israel

3. Pergamos: Doctrine of Balaam (much marriage)

4. Thyatira: Jezebel, a female deity

5. Sardis: A great name

6. Philadelphia: --

7. Laodica: A rich church
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From “Dispensational Truth” by Clarence Larkin (1920)
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