THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

Chapter One


I. INSPIRATION.  Verses 1-3

A. The Divine Element. (Verse 1) “God gave…the Revelation of Jesus Christ.” “He sent…it by his angel unto his servant John.” Compare 2 Timothy 3:16-17.  
B. The Human Element. (Verse 2) “John…who bare record…of all things that he saw.” See 2 Peter 1:21. God used men in the inspiration and preservation of his word. See also Isaiah 59:21.
C. The Prospective Element. (Verse 3) ”Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy…” The primary application of this verse concerns the book of Revelation, but this general truth applies to the entire Bible. There are blessings in Bible study! See 2 Timothy 2:15. Note the reference to prophecy in all three verses. Revelation is the only truly prophetic book in the New Testament. It is for “servants” (verse 1) who are to “keep those things which are written therein” (verse 2). Again, this is a general truth to any believer who serves God, but this instruction has a specific application to the believer in the Tribulation. 
2 Timothy 3:16-17, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.”

2 Peter 1:19-21, “We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

Isaiah 59:21, “As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth and for ever.”

2 Timothy 2:15, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
II. SALUATATION.  Verses 4-7

A. The Addressee.  (Verses 4a, 11)  Revelation is historically addressed to seven local churches in Asia (Minor). The specific instruction to these churches is very practical, but this instruction also illustrates seven time periods in the Church Age. See Revelation 2-3.
B. The Author. (Verses 4b-6)  John Zebedee is the human writer but the author truly is God the eternal Father (verse 4), “the seven Spirits which are before his throne” (verse 4, Isaiah 11:1-2), and Jesus Christ. It is from the trinity of God! Consider the wonderful titles of Jesus Christ our Lord in these verses and consider also his love and redemption.

C. The Advent. (Verses 7-8) This is a clear description of the Second Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ. See Zechariah 12:10. A comparison of verse eight with verse four documents his deity.
Isaiah 11:1-2, “And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;”

Zechariah 12:10, “And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.”

III. OCCUPATION. Verses 9-20 

A. John’s Location. (Verses 9-10a) John was the last apostle and he had been exiled to the Island of Patmos “for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.” This persecution was during the reign of Domitian (90AD) and Patmos was his physical location. However, John “was in the Spirit on the Lord's day.” Spiritually, he was taken forward in time to the Second Advent and he saw the events surrounding the return of Jesus Christ. See Malachi 4:5.  

Malachi 4:5, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:”

B. John’s Observation. (Verses 10b-20) John saw Jesus Christ glorified among seven golden candlesticks, which are the seven churches (verse 20). His voice was “as of a trumpet” in verse 10 and “as many waters” in verse 15. He had “in his right hand seven stars” which are “the angels of the seven churches” (verse 20). “…out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.” Compare Matthew 17:2 and Acts 26:13. John fell at his feet as dead. Jesus said, “I am the first and the last: I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.”

Matthew 17:2, “And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light.”

Acts 26:13, “At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me.”
C. John’s Vocation. (Verses 11, 19)  John Zebedee was commanded “What thou seest, write in a book and send it unto the seven churches” in verse 11. His commission in verse 19 was “Write the things which thou hast seen (past), and the things which are (present), and the things which shall be hereafter (future);” So, John was to record the vision of what he saw from “the Lord’s Day” (verse 10). Verse 19 provides the outline for the entire book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ. The major divisions of this book are 4:1 and 19:11 where heaven opens in each verse.

Revelation 4:1-2, “After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter.  And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne.”

Revelation 19:11, “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.”
REVELATION 1:19 OUTLINE

(The view from “The Lord’s Day”)

  I.  THE CHURCH AGE.  Chapters 1-3





“THE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST SEEN”

(Past)



A. Introduction.  Chapter 1



B. Letters to the seven churches.  Chapters 2-3
 II.  THE TRIBULATION.  Chapters 4:1-19:11



“THE THINGS WHICH ARE”



(Present)



A. The Seven Seals.  Chapters 6:1-8:1



B. The Seven Trumpets.  Chapters 8:2-11:19


C. The Beast.  Chapters 12-14


D. The Seven Vials.  Chapters 15:1-19:11
III.  THE MILLENNIUM AND ETERNITY.  19:11-22:21

“THE THINGS WHICH SHALL BE HEREAFTER” (Future)



A. Armageddon.  Chapter 19:11-21



B. The Millennial Kingdom.  Chapter 20:1-10



C. The Great White Throne. Chapter 20:11-15



D. Eternity (Paradise Restored).  Chapter 21-22
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