SEVEN TRUMPETS

Revelation 8-9, 11:14-19

INTRODUCTION. (8:1-6) There is a silence in heaven as the seven angels prepare to sound their trumpets and this begins the second account of the Tribulation. These trumpets probably present the second half of the Tribulation or the Great Tribulation. The “golden censer” and the “golden altar” point to the fact that there is a temple in glory. Compare Hebrews 8:1-5.  

Hebrews 8:5, “who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.”

I. THE FIRST TRUMPET. (8:7) The first four trumpets indicate judgments that affect natural objects. As the first trumpet sounds, “there followed hail and fire mingled with blood.”  The “third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.”

Exodus 9:23, “And Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven: and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground; and the LORD rained hail upon the land of Egypt.”

Psalms 105:32, “He gave them hail for rain, and flaming fire in their land.”
II. THE SECOND TRUMPET.  (8:8-9) The next judgment affects the sea. “And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea.” This event kills one third of the sea creatures and destroys one third of the ships. The sea is probably the Mediterranean. Compare Revelation 13:1.
III. THE THIRD TRUMPET.  (8:10-11) As the third trumpet sounded, “there fell a great star (called Wormwood) from heaven, burning as it were a lamp” and it contaminated one third of the water supply. The “servants of God” with the seal of God in their foreheads probably have apostolic signs and the bitter water does not affect them. See Mark 16:18.
Jeremiah 9:15, “Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will feed them, even this people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink.”

Mark 16:17-18, “And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.”
IV. THE FOURTH TRUMPET.  (8:12-13) The fourth trumpet brings judgment that dims the sun, moon and the stars. Compare Acts 2:20 and Joel 2:30-31. The angelic message of verse thirteen implies that the last three trumpets introduce judgments far worse than the previous four.
Acts 2:20, “The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come:”

Joel 2:30, “And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come.”
V. THE FIFTH TRUMPET AND THE FIRST WOE.  (9:1-12)

A. A Star Falls from Heaven. (Verses 1-2, 11) John saw a star fall from heaven and this star is personified, “…to him was given the key of the bottomless pit.” The star is a fallen angel (1:20) and he is permitted to open hell. His name is Apollyon, which means the Destroyer. Note that hell is in the center of the earth. It has sides, but no bottom.
B. The Locusts from Hell. (Verses 3-11) Apollyon opened the “bottomless pit” (verse 2) and locusts came out. These are not ordinary locusts. See Proverbs 30:27. These demonic creatures were “like unto horses” with “faces…as the faces of men,” “hair as…women” and “teeth…as the teeth of lions.” “And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt men five months.” Additionally, they have a king.
C. The Torment on Earth. (Verses 4-6) These locusts torment men for five months with a scorpion-like sting. As a general rule the sting is not fatal, but it is so very severe that men desire death.
Revelation 1:20, “…The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches:”

Isaiah 14:15, “Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.”

Proverbs 30:27, “The locusts have no king, yet go they forth all of them by bands;”

1 Corinthians 11:15, “But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering.”
VI. THE SIXTH TRUMPET AND THE SECOND WOE.  (9:13-21)

A. The Decree. (Verses 13-15)  John said, “I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God. Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates.”  These four angels are prepared to slay a third part of men at a specific time. Angels are not always messengers.
B. The Demonic Army. (Verses 16-19)  In this vision (17), John saw a demonic army of two hundred million coming from the east.  John describes your worst nightmare!
C. The Destruction. (Verses 18-19) “By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone…” Great destruction is implied. 
D. The Depravity. (Verses 20-21) The general attitude of the individuals who survive these plagues is hardness of heart. Like Pharaoh in Exodus, they do not repent. Incredible! 
Matthew 24:12, “And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.”
Jeremiah 17:9, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?”
VII. THE SEVENTH TRUMPET AND THE THIRD WOE.  (11:14-19)  Revelation 10:1-11:13 is parenthetical, and the seventh trumpet sounds in Revelation 11:15. This trumpet illustrates the Second Advent of Jesus Christ. It is a great judgment on the earth (6:17) and it establishes his kingdom on the earth. “The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ.” Glory!

Luke 4:5-6,  “And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.”

John 18:36, “Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.”

Acts 1:6-7, “When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.”






May 30, 2010

