THE 144,000

Chapter Seven


INTRODUCTION. Chapters seven and fourteen are parenthetical. The first account of the Tribulation ends at 6:17 and chapter seven provides some additional explanation. So, before the “great day of his wrath” takes place, one hundred and forty four thousand Jews will be sealed.

I. THE SERVANTS OF GOD.  Verses 1-4  

A. Salvation. (Verses 1-3) Four angels are standing on the four corners of the earth (north, south, east and west) prepared to release four winds of judgment. But the tribulation judgments are withheld until the “servants of God” are sealed in their foreheads. The seal is a mark that identifies and protects God’s servants during the judgments of the Tribulation.
B. Location. (Verses 1, 3) The 144,000 “servants of God” are on the earth in this chapter, but they are before the throne of God in chapter fourteen. We’ll see more about this later.
C. Identification. (Verse 4) The “sealed” number 144,000 “of all the tribes of the children of Israel” and the twelve tribes are listed in verses five through eight. Additionally, the 144,000 are called the “servants of our God” and this term generally refers to Israel. These are very clearly a remnant of Jews in the Tribulation.
II. THE TWELVE TRIBES.  Verses 5-8

A. Discrepancy. The twelve tribes listed in this chapter differ from the twelve tribes that entered the Promised Land. Dan and Ephraim are omitted, but Joseph and Levi are included.
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Genesis 48:22, “Moreover I have given to thee one portion above thy brethren, which I took out of the hand of the Amorite with my sword and with my bow.”

Joshua 13:33, “But unto the tribe of Levi Moses gave not any inheritance: the LORD God of Israel was their inheritance, as he said unto them.”
B. Apostasy. The tribes of Dan and Ephraim went into a particular apostasy and are not found among the sealed in the Tribulation. See Judges 17. Strangely, the Mormons claim to be descendants of Ephraim.

Hosea 4:17, “Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone.

Jeremiah 7:15, “And I will cast you out of my sight, as I have cast out all your brethren, even the whole seed of Ephraim.

Genesis 49:16, “Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. 17 Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward.”

2 Nephi 3:14-15 (Book of Mormon)
“And thus prophesied Joseph, [Joseph of Egypt] saying: Behold, that seer will the Lord bless; [speaking of Joseph Smith] and they that seek to destroy him shall be confounded; for this promise, which I have obtained of the Lord, of the fruit of my loins, shall be fulfilled. Behold, I am sure of the fulfilling of this promise; And his name shall be called after me; and it shall be after the name of his father. And he shall be like unto me; for the thing, which the Lord shall bring forth by his hand, by the power of the Lord shall bring my people unto salvation.” 
Elder Eldred G. Smith, patriarch to the Church, April General Conference of the Mormon Church (1952).
“Jacob blessed his twelve sons and gave them each a blessing suited to their individual rewards and pronounced promises that should come to them. Joseph received a special blessing which we are most interested in because we are his descendants, the most part of us, and the blessings of the gospel have come through this line, for Joseph Smith, Senior, was a true descendant, through Ephraim, the younger son of Joseph.”
III. THE GREAT MULTITUDE. Verses 9-17

A. Their Diversity. (Verse 9) The narrative returns to the scene of chapters four and five. A “great multitude” stood before the throne “clothed in white robes.” They came from “all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues.”
B. Their Unity. (Verses 10-12) Along with angels, the twenty-four elders and the four beasts, the multitude worshipped God and the Lamb. They praise him for salvation.
C. Their Commonality. (Verses 13-17) The individuals who make up this “great multitude” have suffering in common. They “came out of great tribulation” (Matthew 24:21) and they suffered tremendous hardship and martyrdom. They are Tribulation saints and their “white robes” illustrate righteousness. In verse ten, they worship God and in verse fifteen, they serve him. Compare Revelation 6:9-11.
Matthew 24:21, “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.”

Revelation 6:9, “And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.”
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