THE TRIBULATION APPEARANCE

Revelation 10


INTRODUCTION. Revelation seven is a parenthetical chapter. It is presented between the sixth and seventh seals and it provides additional information about the Tribulation. In the same way, chapters ten and eleven are parenthetical. These chapters are found between the sixth and seventh trumpets and they also provide additional information. Revelation ten is the prophetic record of a Tribulation appearance of the Lord Jesus.

I. A MIGHTY ANGEL. (Verses 1-7) 
A. Identification. (Verses 1-4) John saw “another mighty angel” and his appearance matches the description of Jesus Christ glorified in chapter one. His “face was as the…sun” matches “his countenance was as the sun.” His “feet as pillars of fire” matches “And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace.” The voice of “seven thunders” matches “and his voice as the sound of many waters.” The “mighty angel” is “clothed with a cloud” and clouds are found at the ascending and descending of Jesus Christ (Acts 1:9, Revelation 1:7). Additionally, he “cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth” matches his title, “the Lion of the tribe of Juda” in Revelation 5:5. Also “he had in his hand a little book open” and “the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book.” This angel is “mighty” in comparison to the others because he is the Lord Jesus Christ.
B. Occupation. (Verses 5-7)  The “mighty angel” stands “upon the sea and upon the earth” in verse five and he swears “that there should be time no longer” in verse six. Then he states that at the sound of the seventh trumpet “the mystery of God should be finished” in verse eight. The Lord Jesus will make an appearance some time during the Tribulation and he will manifest himself to Israel. (The exact time is not revealed.) Descendants of those who rejected him (John 1:11) will receive him and a nation shall “be born at once” (Isaiah 66:8). 
Revelation 1:14, “His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.”

Revelation 5:5, “And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.”

Isaiah 66:8, “Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children.”

C. Illustration. Several individuals illustrate the Tribulation manifestation of Jesus Christ. 
1. The Sanctification of Saul. (Acts 9) Paul was an apostle, but he was not one of “the twelve.” He described himself as “one born out of due time” and his conversion illustrates Israel in the Tribulation. Paul was saved only when he saw Jesus Christ and the Lord appeared to him between the advents. When he saw the Lord Jesus, he saw “a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun” (Acts 26:13). Paul was saved for a purpose, which was to minister to the Gentiles. So, Paul (like Jonah) was a Jewish preacher to the Gentiles. Conclusion: a Jewish remnant (144,000) will see Jesus Christ during the Tribulation. They will receive him and they will be commissioned to preach to the Gentiles.
1 Corinthians 15:8, “And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.”

Acts 1:22, “Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection.”

2. The Salvation from Joseph. (Genesis 45:1-7) Joseph is a type or an illustration of Jesus Christ in approximately 150 points. Joseph revealed himself to his brethren during a seven-year famine and he saved them. Joseph revealed himself to his brethren alone. His brothers rejected him the first time, but they accepted him the second time. The factual account of Joseph provides revelation about the appearance of Jesus Christ during the Tribulation. Jesus Christ will appear only to his brethren, they will accept him and he will save them.
Genesis 37:8, “And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us? And they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his words.”

Genesis 50:18, “And his brethren also went and fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, we be thy servants.”
3. The Restoration of Job. The book Job illustrates the Great Tribulation. It has forty-two chapters as the Great Tribulation consists of forty-two months. Job was persecuted by Satan and Israel will be persecuted by Satan (Revelation 12). Job endured the persecution (James 5:11) and the Lord appeared to him in chapter thirty-eight. Then the Lord restored Job in chapter forty-two. A remnant of Israel will endure the persecution of the Anti-Christ and the Lord Jesus will appear to them some time during the Tribulation. Then he will restore the kingdom of Israel at the Second Advent.
Job 42:10, “And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.”

James 5:11, “Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.”

Acts 1:6, “When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.”
II. A LITTLE BOOK.  (Verses 8-11) 
A. The Hidden Application. In this vision, John eats the “little book.” It was to John’s mouth “sweet as honey,” but it was “bitter” to his stomach. Compare Ezekiel 2:9, 3:3. There are some things that John was forbidden to reveal (verse 4) and this vision is not explained. It certainly illustrates the joy and suffering of the Tribulation saints.
B. The Helpful Application. The practical application is clear. Eating the “little book” illustrates studying the Bible. The word of God is called “milk” (1 Cor. 3), “strong meat” (Heb. 5), “bread” (Luke 4) and “honey” (Psalm 119). To read and study the Bible is sweet! However, the conviction and persecution that results from Bible study can be “bitter.”
Matthew 13:20, “But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; 21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.”

CONCLUSION. Charles Taze Russell and J.F. Rutherford (Jehovah’s Witnesses) both claimed to interpret the “seven thunders” of verse four. That’s strange. God told John to “Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.” Cultists always focus on obscure passages and avoid clear passages.
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