THE SEDUCTIVE APPROACH

Luke 20:1-21:38

I. THE PLOT OF THE ADVERSARIES EXPOSED.   Luke 20:1-21:4

A. They Questioned Him. (20:1-40)

1. Concerning His Authority. (2:1-19)

(a) They Assailed His Authority. (20:1-8) As “he taught the people in the temple…the chief priests and the scribes came upon him.” They had completely failed in every attempt to challenge his doctrine. So, they questioned his authority. Our Lord Jesus was not only teaching, but he had also attacked temple business concessions endorsed by the chief priests. “Who is he that gave thee this authority?” Jesus responded to their question with a question, “The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men?” John the Baptist had been very popular and had baptized thousands. Moreover, he had no authority directly from the priests. The chief priests and scribes were manipulators and they could not give a sincere answer. So, they “reasoned with themselves” and considered the outcome of any potential response. Having no means to advance their agenda, they refused to answer and our Lord likewise refused to answer them. He never refused a sincere desire for the truth, but he resisted hypocrites. Our Lord’s authority (and John’s) came from God. License and ordination should confirm God’s calling and authority for a man to serve. However, they are of themselves worthless.
(b) They Asserted Their Authority. (20:9-19) The Lord Jesus publicly taught this parable. A certain man planted and cared for a vineyard. Then he leased the vineyard to some husbandmen and went into a far country. At the end of the season he sent a servant to collect his portion of the harvest. The husbandmen beat the servant and sent him away empty. The owner then sent two other servants, but they were all “treated…shamefully.” Finally, the landowner sent his “beloved” son believing that the husbandmen would honor the son. Desiring his inheritance, the husbandmen killed the son and cast him out of the vineyard. The landowner will destroy the husbandmen and give the vineyard to another. In this parable, the vineyard is Israel (Isaiah 5:1-4), the certain man is God the Father, the husbandmen are the chief priests, the servants are the prophets (Matthew 23:37), and the beloved son is Jesus Christ. It was right for God to expect fruit (Song of Solomon 8:11-12) and it was right for God to judge Israel. He gave the kingdom (in mystery) to others, referring to the Church Age.  The immediate response was, “God forbid.” Our Lord then responded with Psalm 118:22 and Daniel 2:34-35. This parable also addressed the question of authority. Jesus is the Son of God and his Father gave him authority. Additionally, the Word of God was his authority. So, he responded to their attacks with, “it is written.” The chief priests well understood this parable and they “sought to lay hands on him.”
Luke 19:46, “Saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of prayer: but ye have made it a den of thieves.”
2. Concerning the Law of the Land. (20:20-26) Spies were enlisted to present themselves as sincere men. They conspired to entrap him and then charge him before the Roman government. According to Mark 12:13, these “spies” included Pharisees and Herodians which is an odd mix (see Luke 23:12). They asked, “Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto Caesar, or no?” They probably expected our Lord to condemn paying tribute to Caesar, which the Pharisees themselves vehemently opposed. However, it was their plan to then report him to the Roman governor. (This they did anyway in Luke 23:2.) If Jesus affirmed paying tribute to Caesar, then they would have accused him before the people. Our Lord saw through their guise and answered, “Render therefore unto Caesar the things which be Caesar's, and unto God the things which be God's.” With his brilliant response our Lord silenced the opposition. No one could disagree with this answer regardless of political persuasion. Our Lord’s response also settled another ancient struggle. The Old World controversy of the Middle Ages was this: Will the common people be subject to the church or to the king?  What will be the religion of the state to which people are subject? The matter was settled by our Lord Jesus about 33 AD. “Render therefore unto Caesar the things which be Caesar's, and unto God the things which be God's.” The church and the state are to be separate. In 1801, Nehemiah Dodge wrote, “Our Sentiments are uniformly on the side of Religious Liberty - That Religion is at all times and places a matter between God and individuals - That no man ought to suffer in name, person, or effects on account of his religious Opinions - That the legitimate Power of civil government extends no further than to punish the man who works ill to his neighbor:”
3. Concerning the Law of the Lord.  (20:27-40) The “Sadducees” approached the Lord Jesus next. They were the theological liberals of the day denying not only the bodily resurrection, but also the existence of angels and spirits (Acts 23:8). They asked a question based upon a very improbable hypothetical circumstance. Additionally, they asked about marriage in the resurrection, which they denied.  Jesus said, “Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God” (Matthew 22:19). He explained, “For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven” (Matthew 22:30). Then he proved the resurrection with the authority of scripture (Exodus 3:2-6).
B. He Quelled Them. (20:41-21:4) According to verse 40, our Lord Jesus completely silenced the skeptics, but he did not stop there. He challenged their beliefs with Psalm 110:1 when he asked, “David therefore calleth him Lord, how is he then his son?” Silence. Secondly, he challenged their behavior publicly identifying their hypocrisy (20:45-21:4).
Luke 23:12, “And the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends together: for before they were at enmity between themselves.”

Luke 23:2, “…We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ a King.”

Acts 23:8, “For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both.”

Psalms 110:1, “The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.”
II. THE PLAN OF THE AGES EXPOSED.  Luke 21:5-38 
A. The Events Leading to the Collapse of Jerusalem. (21:5-24)

1. A Question of Pride. (21:5-7)

2. A Question of Prophecy. (21:8-24)

B. The Events Leading to the Coming of Jesus. (21:25-38)

1. The Signs. (21:25-26)

2. The Son. (21:27)

3. The Sermon. (21:28-36)
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