DYNAMIC IN HIS WILL

Luke 8:22-9:17


I. THE STILLING OF A TEMPEST.  (Luke 8:22-25)

A. The Stormy Sea.  (Verses 22-23)

B. The Stricken Seamen.  (Verse 24a)

C. The Sudden Stillness.  (Verse 24b)

D. The Sovereign Savior.  (Verse25)  

II.
THE SUBDUING OF A TERROR.  (Luke 8:26-39)  
A. The Maniac. (Luke 8:26-29)

B. The Master.  (Verses 30-31)  
C. The Miracle.  (Verses 32-36)
D. The Multitude.  (Verse 37)
E. The Mission.  (Verses 38-39) 
III. THE SUBJECTION OF A TOMB.  (Luke 8:40-56)

A. A Distracted Father. (Verses 40-42)  When Jesus and his disciples returned to the western shore of Gennesaret “the people gladly received him: for they were all waiting for him.” Among the crowd, a ruler of the synagogue, Jairus, also waited for our Lord (John 7:48). “For he had one only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she lay a dying.”  Jairus humbled himself. Apart from Jesus he had no hope. However, “Jesus went with him” (Mark 5:24).  “But as he went the people thronged him.”
B. A Diseased Woman. (Verses 43-48) There was yet another distraction. An unnamed woman came near. She had “an issue of blood twelve years” and could not be helped. This woman touched our Lord’s garment from behind and was immediately healed.  Jesus said, “Who touched me?” The disciples said, “Master, the multitude throng thee and press thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me?” She was afraid, because she was unclean and she was to remain quarantined (Levitcus 15). The “woman saw that she was not hid” (Luke 8:47) because Jesus looked at her (Mark 5:32). She “fell down before him, and told him all the truth.” Our Lord commended her faith. This event illustrates the importance of a public profession.  Note also that our Lord addressed her as “Daughter.”
C. A Dead Child. (Verses 49-56) 
1. The Message. (Verses 49-50) As Jairus impatiently waited, he received bad news, “Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the Master.”  Our Lord knew his despair and said, “Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made whole.”  Optimistic words are often spoken in time of trouble, but the words of our Lord are more than mere optimism. They are truth.
2. The Mourners. (Verses 51-53)  When Jesus arrived at the home, mourners and scorners greeted him. The Lord permitted only Peter, James, John and the parents to accompany him into her chamber. He touched her and said, “Maid arise...And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway: and he commanded to give her meat.” She was raised by his power, but she was sustained by ordinary means. “Her parents were astonished: but he charged them that they should tell no man what was done.” It was not time for our Lord to be completely revealed.
John 7:48, “Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him?”

Mark 5:32, “And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing. 33 But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth.”

John 2:4, “Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come.”
IV. THE SENDING OF THE TWELVE.  (Luke 9:1-10)

A. The Twelve. (Verses 1-6)

1. Their Might. (Verse 1) Our Lord Jesus had completed two preaching tours of Galilee. For the third, he called twelve from among his followers. He gave them power over demons and disease and then he sent them throughout Galilee. This mission set them apart as apostles and prepared them for their future work.
2. Their Message. (Verse 2) Our Lord sent these apostles “to preach the kingdom of God.” Matthew recorded that their audience was “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 10:6), and their message was “The kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 10:7).  They preached repentance and signs confirmed their authority (Mark 16:17-18).
3. Their Money. (Verse 3) The Lord Jesus provided their needs in his presence and they were to learn that he would provide for them in his absence.
4. Their Method. (Verses 4-5)  The Lord Jesus knew that his popularity would decline and he prepared his apostles for rejection. His disciples could not be motivated exclusively by results.
5. Their Move. (Verse 6) The disciples saturated the towns of Galilee with the gospel of the kingdom. This mission may have taken as much as a year to complete.
B. The Tetrarch. (Verses 7-9)  News of this activity reached the ears of Herod Antipas. Public opinion varied concerning the role and identity of Jesus Christ, but Herod’s conscience troubled him because of his unjust treatment of John the Baptist. “John have I beheaded: but who is this, of whom I hear such things?” Herod could not admit that the Christ had come, but he could not deny that someone had come.
C. The Tidings. (Verse 10) When Jesus was again united with all of the apostles, they had much to tell him. (Faithful followers always do.) Our Lord led them to a desert place in Bethsaida. However, he was soon discovered by the multitudes. 
Matthew 10:1, “And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease. 2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother;” 

Mark 6:14, “And king Herod heard of him; (for his name was spread abroad:) and he said, That John the Baptist was risen from the dead, and therefore mighty works do shew forth themselves in him.”
V. THE SPREADING OF THE TABLE.  (Luke 9:11-17)

A. The Crowds. (Verse 11) Our Lord’s personal time was promptly interrupted when his location was discovered, but “he received them.” The Lord preached “unto them of the kingdom of God, and healed them that had need…” Jesus demonstrated the priority of his ministry was people and he welcomed the many individuals that interrupted him.
B. The Crisis. (Verses 12-13a)  As the day passed, the “twelve” encouraged our Lord to “Send the multitude away.” They would need food and lodging which would be difficult to obtain in the evening darkness. However, our Lord would not send the multitude away.
C. The Christ. (Verses 13b-17) 

1. The Protest. (Verses 13b-14a) “Send them away” (Mark 5:10, Matthew 15:32). Nonsense! Invite them to say for supper! The disciples saw a crowd of 5,000 men, but our Lord saw individuals in need. To the apostles this was an impossible situation, because of the tremendous lack of resources (Mark 6:37).
2. The Preparation. (Verses 14b-15) Our Lord brought order (1 Corinthians 14:40). He said, “Make them sit down by fifties in a company.” 
3. The Provision. (Verses 16-17) The Lord Jesus then blessed the loaves and fishes and he fed the multitude until they were all filled. The blessings of our Lord Jesus are always sufficient! However, even with this great blessing, Jesus did not waste anything (John 6:12). Each apostle took a basket and gathered the leftovers. The twelve baskets were filled and the apostles’ needs were also met.  Thank God!
Matthew 15:32, “Then Jesus called his disciples unto him, and said, I have compassion on the multitude, because they continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat: and I will not send them away fasting, lest they faint in the way.”

Mark 6:37, “He answered and said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, Shall we go and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat?”

John 6:12, “When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost.”
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