DYNAMIC IN HIS WISDOM

Luke 8:1-21


INTRODUCTION. ACCEPTING THE HELP OF SOME. Verses 1-3

A. The Proclamation.  (Verse 1)  Our Lord went everywhere “preaching the glad tidings of the the kingdom of God.” The “kingdom of God” is the spiritual kingdom and includes the “kingdom of heaven” which is literal.

B. The Provision.  (Verses 2-3)  God became a man and lived as a man. For years Jesus Christ worked as a carpenter, but at this time his work was ministry.  Additionally, the “twelve” were his responsibility. “Certain women…and many others…ministered unto him with their substance.”

I. UNDERSTANDING THE HEARTS OF MEN.  Verses 4-18

A. A Parable about Fruitbearing.  (Verses 4-15)  

(1) Jesus and the Multitude.  (Verses 4-8)  Our Lord’s notoriety drew multitudes in Galilee, but opposition was rising.  So, he spoke in parables.  See verse eight.

i. The Sower.  (Verses 4-5a)  The parable concerns a farmer broadcasting his seed.

ii. The Seed.  (Verse 5b)  No sower could expect every seed to yield fruit.  

iii. The Soil.  (Verses 5c-8)  The crop yield is influenced by the environment.

(2) Jesus and His Men.  (Verses 9-15) 

i. An Exclusive Company.  (Verses 9-10) 

ii. An Expanded Commentary.  (Verse 11-15)  “The seed is the word of God.” The soil represents the various types of hearers. There is nothing wrong with the seed, the problem is the soil.

a. The Problem Soil.  (Verses 11-14) 

1. The Roadside Soil. (Verse 12) The “way side” is the roadside and it is packed hard. Seeds cannot penetrate the earth and the fowls easily devour them. The wayside illustrates the hard heart that will not receive the truth and is deceived by Satan.  Pontius Pilate is an example of the wayside hearer who is definitely unsaved.

2. The Rocky Soil.  (Verse 13) The rocky soil has enough depth for the seed to germinate, but not enough for roots to develop. These “receive the word with joy…and in time of temptation fall away.” Compare Mark 4:16-17. They have no root (Revelation 22:16) and they are unsaved. Agrippa (Acts 26:28) illustrates the stony ground hearer.

3. The Ruined Soil. (Verse 14) The ruined soil is infested with thorns. Demas illustrates the ruined soil (2 Tim. 4:10). He was a believer who became unfruitful because he loved this present world.

b. The Productive Soil.  (Verse 15)  This soil illustrates the individuals who hear the word, and receive it to bear much fruit. Saul of Tarsus illustrates the productive soil. What is different about the productive soil?  It is broken!  See Jeremiah 4:3.

John 18:37-38, “Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all.”

Mark 4:16-17, “And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended.”

Revelation 22:16, “I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.” 

Acts 26:28, “Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.”

2 Timothy 4:10, “For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.”

Acts 9:6, “And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.” 

Jeremiah 4:3, “For thus saith the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns.”

B. A Parable about Lightbearing.  (Verses 16-18)  

(1) The Illustration.  (Verse 16)  A candle has purpose.  It is to light the way for everyone who enters the room.  There is no logical reason to cover the candle.

(2) The Illumination.  (Verses 17-18)

i. Everything Revealed.  (Verse 17)  The Lord’s disciples were to apply the instruction that they received, but they were also to publish it abroad.

ii. Everyone Responsible.  (Verse 18)  Light begets light.  More light is given as one responds to the light previously received.  The opposite is also true.

Matthew 5:16, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”

Psalms 119:105, “NUN. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”

2 Peter 1:19, “We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:”

II. UNDERSTANDING THE HEART OF MARY.  Verses 19-21 

A. The Coming of His Mother.  (Verses 19-21)  Jesus Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit. Mary was his biological mother, but Joseph was not his father. After the birth of Jesus Christ, Mary and Joseph had additional children. See Mark 6:3. His brethren did not believe in him (John 7:5) until later. (Jesus may have appeared to his half-brother James after the resurrection.)  The family did not accept him at the time, but they were concerned for him. So, they came for him. Jesus Christ did not respond to them. He never disrespected his mother, but neither did he worship her. The Mary of the Bible is not the Mary of Roman Catholicism. The Biblical Mary was not a “perpetual virgin,” and the Biblical Mary did not desire worship. See the first promise for “Praying the Rosary.”
B. The Comment of the Master.  (Verse 21) Our Lord Jesus responded, “My mother and my brethren are these which hear the word of God, and do it.” He made a distinction between the natural and the spiritual family. The importance of the natural family cannot be overstated, but the importance of the spiritual family is greater. The relationships within this family are not the result of the nature birth, but of the spiritual birth. They are forged by the response to the Word of God. However, it is wonderful when our natural family members are included in our spiritual family. Glory!
Mark 6:3, “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him.”

John 7:5, “For neither did his brethren believe in him.”

1 Corinthians 15:7, “After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles.”

Galatians 1:19, “But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother.”

Mark 3:30, “Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit.”

Mark 3:31-32, “There came then his brethren and his mother, and, standing without, sent unto him, calling him. 32 And the multitude sat about him, and they said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren without seek for thee.”

James 1:22, “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”

Our Lady's 15 Promises for Praying the Rosary  (From the Catholic Online Forum)

1. Whosoever shall faithfully serve me by the recitation of the Rosary shall receive signal graces. 
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